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Arboretum Tervuren

The Geographical Arboretum of Tervuren features over 450 species of trees and shrubs 

grouped in 40 sections, each representing a forest type or regional vegetation association of 

the northern hemisphere (North America, Europe, Middle East, Far East). The collection is 

exceptionally well arranged in a splendid landscape park, covering 100 hectares of the 

Capucines Wood, adjacent to the Zoniënwoud/Forêt de Soignes at the south of Brussels. The 

majority of the trees in the Arboretum were planted between 1902 and 1912. Its designer, Pr. 

Dr. Ch. Bommer mixed and grouped the plantations according to the geographic regions in 

which the different species naturally occur and his attempt to reproduce in this way a number 

of forest types of the northern hemisphere has been quite successful. 

Arboretum Kalmthout

The size of the arboretum’s garden is 12,5 hectares and it harbors a wealth of plants from all 

over the world, including giant rhubarbs from Brazil, prehistoric conifers from Australia, 

snowdrop trees from North America, colorful maple trees and cherry trees from Japan, 

rhododendrons and magnolias from China, Cape lilies from South Africa, cedar trees from 

the Atlas mountain range and many other remarkable plants. Around 7000 different varieties 

are grown at the arboretum, including plants that have almost or even completely died out in 

the wild. 

Hemelrijk

The landscape park and botanical garden of the de Belder family is located on the old estate 

of Hemelrijk which Robert and Jelena de Belder purchased in 1961, happy to use it in order 

to extend their collections of trees and shrubs, which they had started at Kalmthout. The 

estate covers some 107ha of agricultural land and parkland densely planted with rare trees 

and shrubs. The famous garden architect Russell Page designed the park to the north of the 

houses, with the great lake and clumps of trees surrounding it. A recent inventory has 

identified some 8000 surviving plants accessions. The major collections are of Acer and 

Rhododendron.

Herkenrode

Herkenrode is the private garden of Philippe de Spoelberch, situated on the family estate in 

Wespelaar. Philippe, a passionate dendrologist, started his collection in the 70’s. Many early 



trees and shrubs came from famous nurseries such as Hillier's and Esveld. A great number of 

plants were propagated from cuttings and seed. Further, botanical explorations around the 

world resulted in the introduction of many plants from known wild provenance. 

Arboretum Wespelaar

The Foundation Arboretum Wespelaar was set up to manage 20ha of the botanical collections 

of Philippe de Spoelberch’s estate in Wespelaar. it is situated to the North of his private 

garden Herkenrode. In April 2011, the Arboretum Wespelaar opened to the public. The 

arboretum holds a specialized collection of trees and shrubs from around the world, hardy in 

Belgium. The collection represents 2000 different taxa, of which 169 appear on the Red List 

of threatened plants. The arboretum is well known for its extensive collections of Acer, 

Magnolia, Rhododendron as well as some less familiar genera such as Tilia, Carpinus, 

Franklinia, Lindera, Stewartia, etc.. 


